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| * We trust in. the living God, who is the Saviour of all mien.'=Pau. 
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UNIVERSALESM CONGENIAL WITH 
MORAL REFINEMENT... - -- 
Why is it,:allow me to inquire,.that christian 


le have been led to. mppose that. a doctrine | 
like ours originating in-the eternal love of God, 


ng in the eternal blessedness of all his 
offspring, is not congenial with mental and moral 
refinement ?  - It cannot, we think, be a conclu- 
gion legitimutely drawn from the -nature of th 
8entiment ; nor can we think that people have 
been led to entertain 8uch. tin idea, by attending 
carefully to the facts of the cage. For'those hest 
acquainted with ouf views know- that they disa- 
gree with all gross-and vulgar emotions and feel- 
ings ;. and harmonize only with those operations! 
of the mind which approximate nearest that 8tate 
of perfection which all good men are anxious to 
arnve at; and which the gospel nts as the 
noblest object of a chastened and holy ambition. 


And we may be allowed to 8ay that the :expe- | 


rience of intelligent Universalists is entitled to as 
much--consideration as the 'bare assertions of 
those who . have. no experimental knowl of 
the doctrine. . Many of our denomination - have 
known what it was: to. believe: the popular doc-- 
trine of endless punishment ; and- we are confi- 
dent that its ess8en{tals were always at variance 
with our best feelings and prayers. On experi- 
encing a change in our sentiments, It was ascer- 
tained, to our s8urprise and joy, that we had em- 
braced a doctrine which inspired- us' with new, 
enlarged,- and we- believe profitable conceptions 
of God, and feelings of good will towards all our 
fellow creatures. - And, from that time to the 
present, we have ever found our doctrinea faith- | 
fulmonitor, reproving us whenever we have con- 
ducted- improperly, and whispering * well done 
good and” faithful gervant' whenever. we have 
persevered.in the performance of the duties which 
God hath enjoined upon us. © © 

- But 8etting all this aside, we think the common 
opinion upon' this subject -nzust be wrong, inas- 
much as who entertain it assure us that it 


would afford them  much- satisfaction- to be con- | 


_ that. WR tune hg and happy. 
prayers of all good people are always in ac- 
cordance with our views,—and this 1s one of the 
strongest proofs we can have of the fact that our 
faith”1s congenial with moral ent. For 
the mind is never- more expanded ; the soul is 


never, more elevated ; the heart neyer feels a tru- | 


er love, than when holding eor artidpic 1 with- the 
adorable Author of our being and blessings.. - 
- Bat there is no. '/apprebended from 


Y . 


having any queations touchin the subject under 
petty. 0 th decided opetnety philoophical 
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be comprehended by the humblest 
| which: tall within the limits of a moderately ex- 
tensiyve obgervation, In tracing the progress of 
the human mind, after making svitable allow- 
ance for those incidental influences which, not 
unfrequently;- give an. unnatural direction to our 


wo nn (pr 


gimilarity in the emotions, feelj and moral af- 
fections of mankind. Many of these points of 
resemblanze are recognized _in [the scriptures ; 
which would 8eem to justify a disregard of many 
of those distinctions which- have been made by 
theologians; and which serve rather to perplex 
than eatisfy, the inquirer after truth, For, after 
admitting that all are alike, at the commence- 
' ment of .existence, ignorant; that all-are alike im- 
perfect; that all, in consequence of being imper- 
fect, are liable to commit sin; and that all *have 
togother become unprofitable,” it is extremely 
difficult to tell where to draw the line of distine- 
tion between the righteous and the wicked. 

. Let us examine the condition of the human 
mind in the early stage of its existence ; and, that 
we may avoid mistakes, let each individual make 
the case his own, and invoke the aid of memory 
and observation. | 

In childhood the mind is not fully developed ; 
and has been compared with the unwrought dia- 
mond, and to a sheet of paper, upon which al- 
| moet anything may be written. Speaking now 
of the mind, disconnected from the moral affec- 
tions, we 8hall not be thought to go too far, if we 
affirm. that it. is extremely liable to receive 
erroneous ideas and. impressions. Unable to 


| 


comprehend itself, and being unaccustomed to 


obgerve and note its own operations, it creates for 
itself an ideal world, and peoples it with beings 
.of the imagination. It builds its castles in the 
air, and indulges in anticipations which are sel- 
dom realized. And how true it is, that few of us 
were 80 fortunate as to build our castles and peo- 
ple our worlds, without having some ideal mons- 
ters among them. Nor can it be denied, that 
amidst our childish sports. we have been consid- 
 erably annoyed by the 8upposed-pregence of that 
malignant being, who, though Lv pegeE prnk 
ent, never deigns to © scent the morning air nor 
expose his materiality to the-test of candid inves- 
tigation. As Pope expresses it— 

, __ * Fear made her devils, . 
and fears of this sort are the: offspring of igno 
rance. And it may be obgerved, in genera] terms, 
that goblins, ghosts, witches, wizzards, and other 
kindred nonentities, are the familiar | 


have ro (x, ha 


a— ; and upon such principles, too, as may 


alladea to. 'Those sprites and demons are never 


{ wills, affections, and actions, we find an evident 
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found:in the habitations of the intelligent and re- 
fined—they | ry hg} make their nocturnal visi- 
tations to dila 


ilapidated and crazy old buildings; 
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I 
and it is difficult to account for their partiality to 
guch places in any other way than by supposir 
that the 8imple reason js, 8uch buildings are mo: 
erally occupied by the uninformed, and unre- 
ed. * : its 
The most serious among our readers would 
8mile to 8ee- a respectable physician examining 
the pulse of his patient to ascertain . whether the 
gubject had the ague and fever or was bewitched. 
It would be equally diverting to 8ee 80me grave 
divine, with his bible and prayer bqok before him, 
engaged in desperate conflict with the 8uper-hu- 
man, invisible, and diabolical agency of some old 
woman in his neighborhood. But such things 
were Witnessed by our ancestors. And we ac- 
count very satisfactorily- for the disappearance of 
those creatures of the imagination, by 8upposing 
that 8vceceding generations grow wiser and Wiser. 
Now the doctrine which we have embraced, is 
at perfect agreement with enlightened public s8en- 
timent upon this subject ; and had it prevailed in 
this region as extensively as it now- does, in the 
life time of Cotton Mather, he might have: 
been 8pared much trouble, and many valuable 
lives -which were destroyed by an infatuated 
populace, spurred on by a deluded priesthood, 
would have been saved. 'The truth is, .at that 
time the mass of mind was uncultivated, unen- 
Iightened, unrefined. Science was then but little 
attended to; inquiry was not encouraged ; and 
the infatuation and misbehaviour. of the people 


were the natural consequences. And we hazard | k 


nothing in saying, that when  useful knowledge 
becomes generally prevalent, the minds of man- 
kind will be emancipated from the tyranny of 
guperstition, and delivered from all fear, other 
than that which is denominated the beginning 
of wisdom. is, 

But we are more particularly interested in dis- 
covering the congeniality of cur views with that 
high degree of moral refinement'which has been 
designated as the first object of 'a laudable ambi- 
tion. And it may be obseryed, in the first place, 
that the doctrine of impartial grace is at variance 
with profanity, and all the host of vices, and un- 
hallowed thoughts, which are deplored by good 
men of all denominations. | 

Profanity is mentioned, not because it is the 
worst of vices, but because it furnishes us with a 
striking instance illustrative of the fact contend- 
ed for, and which we desire to jmpress on the 
mind of the reader.- For if * out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaketh ' we may safely 
conclude that profanity proceeds from some de- 
fect in the religious sentiments and moral affec- 
tions of the-heart. And it is. deserving of espe- 
cial notice that there is nothing—we say it em- 
phatically— there is nothing in universalisem that. 
either justifies or tolerates the practice under 
consideration. | ; 


We. would respectſully invite our friends of 
other denominations to give the 8tatement just 


made a careful examination.  And-we think t ey 
would be convinced 'of its correctness, if they 
._ Would but attend to the s8ubject. For there is no 
word in our religious vocabulary that can'be em- 
to express a profane thought. And-fur- 
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nevolence, can &ver justify 'or excuse'any word 
or action that would operate to the, disxadvantage 
of any human being. ; 
But we go further, Not only does the doctrine. 
of ſree& and impartial grace forbid all that is 
wrong ; it 'continually prompts the believer to 
perform that which is right. And more—it 4s 
congenial with the most refined and elevated 
emotions of the soul, and can exist and flourish 
nowhere but in'the atmosphere of benevolence. 
Take as an instance illustrative of these facts 
the case of one who has © passed- from death un- 
to life '=0n0e who was once” immoral and irreli- 
gious; and who, having felt the powerful influ- 
ence of the grace of God, has become an enlight- 
ened, accomplished, and conscientious. christian. 
If we carefully trace the operations of his mind, 
it will be found that the further he advances to- 
| wards that. 8tate of moral perfection which the 
gospel requites, the more enlarged will be his 
views, and the more liberal will be his opinions, 
and his feelings. At first, in his unconverted and 
unliberalized 8ate, he is but a- mere localized be- 
ing, having but 'few =sympathetic emotions, and 
those characterized by a 8ort of unamiable selfish- 
ness. His tender: mercies are confined to the cir- 
cle in which he moves, and he sees nothing be- 
yond the precincts of his own. fire side, to call into 
exercise his affections, or beguile his soul into an 
indulgence of benevolent emotions. - As yet, he 
has never.known' the pleasures of disinteregsted- 
ness—has neyer: felt the palpitation ofa heart de- 
voted-to the -cause of suffering . humanity—has 
never experienced the . yearnings of christian 
indness—has never poured out the earnest prayer 
to God for the redemption. of a sinful world. - 
., But let his 8oul be touched with the celestial 


| magnet ;'Jet him be initiated into the mysteries of 


redeeming love; let him taste and see that the 
Lord is good unto all ; let him drink one draught 
of the pure water of salvation,—and then observe 
his feelings and his actions. - We may depend 
upon. it, his heart will experience new and de- 
lightfult emotions ; and his first prayer will be 'in 
behalf of. all mankind. Nature, to his view, 
will assume more interesting ap ces—there 


pearan 
| will-be-a charm in all the works of God ; and his 


mind will goon arrive at the conclusion that the 
earth was made for the accommodation and ben- 


]efit of all its inhabitants ; and- if, by any strange . 


fatality, his mind remains confined within the 
narrow hounds of utiyielding sectarism, and be 
dare not indulge the hope that all mankind will 
be 8aved he will find a continual warfare going on 
between his feelings and his opinions. | 
'This is true, we -verily believe, of hundreds 
and thouxands of 'the. brightest ornaments of the 
christian church. They would be glad to- know, 
or to believe, that all will be-made holy and hap- 
py 3 and we may- well covet -the fervency with 
which they pray for the redemption of the whole 
human race. But it will of course be understood 
that we are not now. speaking of the feelings of 
those ""—_ in the habit of saying that if every 
body -goes to heaven .they do not wish to go 
there. - Such—whatever they may call; them- 
8elves, or whatever others may call thei, shall 
never, by us, be 8t forth as examples of christian 
liberality, or christian refinement. © The 'n:ost 
-that need be id of 8uch persons is, that it affords 


ther,—it would be reposterous to imagine that a 
doctrine dietinguished from all- eidrn ty its be- 


us not a hittle pleasure to believe that they will 
be formed anew in the regurrection. * 


| But obgserve the intelligent disciple of Jesus, as 
he 8teps upon the broad foundation of eternal and 
unlimited love, and enters,:with a firm and digni- 
fied 8tep into the ganctum gsanctorum of liberal 
christianity. - Now, While his soul burns with 
lively gratitude, and his thoughts are replefe with 
divine comfort, his faith embraces the world, 
and he bears the cternal interests of all upon his 
heart. - His 80ul is unfettered, —and, in the midst 
of rich enjoyments, absorbed in devout coutem- 
plation,—devoted to the: cause, and in love with 
the principles of his Master, his greatest, -purest, 
truest joy springs from the consideration that the 
enevolence of God is commensurate with the 
wants of mankind, and that almighty. power is 
_ obedient handmaid of that very benevyo- 
nce. = «fag 
Tins, 18 umversalism ; and. will you now tell 
me that our views are congenial only with vul- 
garity and wickedness? As-well may it be affirm- 
edithat vulgarity and vice afe at agreement with 
the gongs of seraphs, and the: holiness of heaven. 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


I9 


create a congsciousness of independence, and com- 
municate happ? unknown before; imparting 
a firmness | $370.00 which the ever varying 
8cenes of this frail world loudly demand. 

Can we, then, be too early disciplined to its 
requirements, or too goo0n-introduced to its-enjoy- 
ments? Shall not we—we who live as it were 
m the meridian splendor of a religion which 
emanated from God and encircles in its embrace 
a redeemed and happy world—shball not we, too, 
partake of this fountain of living water? Yes, 
even the youthful mind, surrounded as it is by 
all- that is bright and cheering, may here find 
8omething that is calculated to give a higher zest 
to its enjoy ments —that there is opened for it a 
purer and more enduring 8ource of happiness 
than canelsewhere be found. Take religion as it 
is, disrobed of the mysteries with which the wis- 
dom of this world has encumbered it, and there 
is, nothing in it 80 repulsive to the generous 
feelings and aspirations- of youth as has [ns im- 
agined. -Its aim is the promotion-of our happi- 


No—liberality of sentiment and feeling will, keep | ness; but it will not allow us to pursue its object 
pace with scientific and moral improvement. - As fin any other course than that which is agreeable 


the mass of mind becomes enlightened, the peo- 
ple will become liberal*in their religious views; 
and it will be found that liberality is the most ef- 
fectual preventive of vice and'infidelity;- and the 
most powerful remedy. for the extravagances 
and follies of the times. It is the natural tenden- 


cy of the blessed doctrine of redeeming grace; to | do not.need the joys of reli 


edify and enlarge the human soul, to bring man- 
kind into the unity of the faith, and to a knowl- 
edge of all that need be known, to perfect the 
felicity- of the church ; causing- it to increase 
in numbers and : graces, , until, in pure” and 
practical benevolence, it attains to the measure of 
the-stature of the fulness of Christ. 'This being 
the case,-it would-be treason against the holiest 
injunetions of heaven, to withhold a commenda- 
tion of'it to the .seripus consideration ' of man- 
kind, Fir Bok " Jo $. E. 
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RELIGION COMMENDED, 

We are highly pleased with the following com- 
munication from' a young female correspon- 
dent. Tt breathes a s8pirit which it is our high- 
est ambition to cherish, - It indicates that -we 
have among us—we 8y more—among” the 
youth attached to the pea eful and joy inspir- 
ing sentiments of the gospel, thoge who have 
inhaled the-spirit of our Master with their ear- 
ly breath, and - who, finding in religion the 
pearl of great price, will ever remain the friends 

-- of virtue, and of that blezsed doctrine which 
8hould incline us to the practice of it. ED. 


Religion has been deemed, in-every age of the 
world, a subject worthy the attention-of mankind. 
All -have acknowledged its importance, from the 
untutored 8avage, to the most civilized ; and ac- 
cording to the hight which nature and reason have | 
aftorded, have 8ought for 8ome object to which to 
offer their devotions. What 8ubject, then, can 
be found more worthy to engage the attention 
and enlist the affections, than those presented in 
the gospel of our Saviour? Or what can be 
better adapted to the condition of man than his 
viſhgion ?.. It awakes in the-mind all that is. great 
and noble—elevating its powers, and 


- ] love, are produced; and a charni is 


ughts and desires even to. the-throne of God. 


to the best affections of our nature. 'True, the 
young aspirant after happiness, in the tone of 


highly wrought expectation may exclaim, we 


wish neither its joys, nor its restraints, leave them 
for manhood and ; but it may not be forgot- 
ten that youth, too, has its 8orrows. If the young 
| gion, are not its Congo- 
lations zometimes wanted? In the full enjoy- 
ment of: health, 8urrounded by all that'is ordinari- 
ly thought to render -life desirable, is there not 
sometimes an aching void 2 Does pleasure never 
satiate her guest? Are there not moments when 
we turn from her, diggusted with her empty vani- 
ties—when the immortal ind, daring to asert 
its power, calls loudly for something higher and 
better, on Which to rest? We are admonished 
to let its calls be heard, and repair to that never- 
failing source of consolation and repose—to drink 
freely of the waters of salvation, that we may not 
thirst again. [80 | 
Think ye while enjoying the giſts of a kind and 
beneficient providence our joy would be dimin- 
ished-by holding communion'with the author of 
our blessings? Would it cireumscribe our en- 
joyments, if while viewing the works of nature, 
we should discover, in each leaf, and 8pire of 
grass, the handy work of an eternal friend? As 
the value of earthly” gifts is greatly enhanced by 
an' acquaintance with the giver, 80 is that,of our 
Spiritual benefits by our acquaintance with God, 
A thousand new feelings of delight, | 56 wana and 
iscovered in 


his character, that- engages the whole soul in his 
most reasonahle 8ervice. 

- The mind thas regulated by the principle of 
religion, and reposing with a childlike confi- 
dence, in that wisdom and power, and beneyo- 
lence, which created and govern. all, can meet, 
with fortitude and resignation, the many changes 
and disappointments of life. No scene is- 80 
bright that a dark cloud will not sometimes cast 
a gloom upon it. All earthly things \however 
fair and pleasing, bear the jimpress of mortality. 
The renovating influence of health may be gug- 
ceeded by the languor of disease ; fickle 
may depart, leaving only. the remembre 
Joys ; but the mind chastened by the 8 


thoug} 
himself.—Manifesting. its affinity to him, it will 
I | 


grace of God remains always-the « 
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mains unchanged, —though the. cloud . may ob-. 
scure the mental vision, an.inward voice wh 
—tis big with mercy. Death may. sever the 
and holiest ties of affection, and though the tears 
of 8ensibility will fall, it mourns not as those-who 
have no hope. With the eye of ſaith it will y: +4 
cern the promised Jand of eternal rest, where the 
freed spirit shall be again united with those it 
| loved on earth, holier far, and happier. 'The cold 
embrace of the grave is felt but for a moment; 
for death and the grave are conquered. I. 
Charlestown, May 25, 1832. 


SECOND DEATH, 
Our readers will recollect that we promised 
- them, in a former paper, an article on the subject 
of the second death.. . In that paper, we-endeavor- 
ed to show them that the © Lake of Fire, and 
the ©Second Death, were sgynonomous expres- 
8100s; and. that,, when we had accertained the 
meaning of the one, we: had also ascertained the 
meaning. of the other. It .only remains for ns; 
therefore, to show the gcriptural meaning of the 
« 8econd death; and we 8hall show them what 
is meant by the *lake of fire. In this way, both 
may be explained in the same article, and by the 
game remarks. | | 
To give our readers a. clear understanding of 
the phrase in question, it may be neeessary for 
us, in the first place, to offer two general remarks; 
the first of which is, that there had been, or was to- 
be, a death, of a similar nature, previous to the 
8econd death: A second death necessarily pre- 
8Ypposecs a first death. And, again, a resurrection 
from the first death must have been an, antece- 
dent event to the 8econd death. - Hence we read 
{ Blessed. and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection ; on 8uch the 8econd death hath 
no power.” | 
. The second general remark is, . that some-: of 
those, who.had been zaised from the first death, 
were liable to experience the 8econd. Not, in- 
deed, those, who had part in the first resurrection ; 
for they had rested from. their labors, and were 
blessed and holy; but thoge who, in after time, 
bad experienced. a similar resurrection;z—those 
Dot PS able to withstand the temptations and 
trials. they were exposed to, were  cang8equ 
overcome, and hurt of the 8econd death. -. 
were often encouraged to hold«out-to the 
often reminded of the evils that were coming upon 
them ; often promised much enjoyment, if they 
would but persevere unto the end in well doing. 
To this. end, they were thus addressed, by the re- 
velator,, «Fear none of those things which thou 
onal. avtlhe'; peold the devil shall east 8ome of 
you into prison, that ye. may be tried; and-ve 
Shall: haye tribulation ten on be thou faithful 
unto death; and I will give .thee a crown of life.” 
These general remarks will 8uffice, And now: 
—that we may not be accused of misrepresentih 
the sentitnents and opinions of others—we wi 
8tate what the econd death has generally been 
understond to. mean, in the words of a no legs 
celebrated commentator than Dr Clarke. He 
8ayS, *11 18 an eternal separation from God, and 
the glory of his power ; and is what we commonly 
final perdition,* Again. 
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God forever. The first death is that from-which 
there may be a jon; the 8econd death is 
that from which there. can be no recovery. By 
the first, the body is destroyed through time ; by 
the second, the body and: soul are destroyed 
through eternity.” ns hte: lan 
Now, -this opinion, we doubt not, is the com- 
mon and prevailing opinion. But we do not ad- 
mit it to-be a correct one ; and we hall, therefore, 
in this article, oppose it, by showing what the 


| second death is, * according to the 8cr) 


In doing this, we may remark, in the first place, 
that, although the 8econd death is alluded to, in 
several -places, in the new 'Testament, yet it 1s 
no where called the second death, if we mistake 
not, save in the book of revelations. It is our 
opinion that nothing more is meant by the second 
death, than what. St. Paul- means hd a falling 
away,” of which he speaks in his Epigile to the 
'Thessalonians, in these . words; * for that 'day 
shall not come, except there -come a falling away 
The correctness'of this. opinion, will, we 
doubt not, as we proceed, appear evident. 

The. Revelator, in king of the Church of 
Smyrna, makes the following declaration. *He 
that overcometh, shall not be hurt of the second 
death.' This declaration was made, our readers 
will recollect, in relation to christian believers. 

We mention this circumstance, because we would 
wish to bave it distinetly understood, that those 
who had been- converted, or regenerated, or born 
of the spirit. of truth, were liable to be overcome 
by the persecutions and trials they were to experi. 
ence, and hurt of the second death. "This is -a 
very important fact ;*"hecause by some it is con- 
tended, that there- is no falling away from grace, 
and that all true believers will eventually be saved. 

And there i8 another fact worthy of note ; which 

is this ; that believers could not have been liable 


o 


[to a 8econd death, unless they had - been; pr 


viously dead, and previously raised from the . 
But what was that death, and resurrection ? Let 
us attend to this question. : 
Ft may be presumed that all our readers are ac- 
quainted with the fact, that our Saviour, when on 
earth, represented all .mankind as being morally 
dead ; dead, in consequence of their 8ins. In this 
death, both Jews and Gentiles, were. included. 
And, in agreement with this fact, St. Paul sa 
*Wherefore, as by one man sin entered the world,. 


men, for that all have-sinned.? 

we perceive that all mankind were, represented. as 
being * dead  _ au > 2? Or, 1 other 
words, as 8piritually 4. course, we 8hall 
call this the firs! death. NM": wee” 

- Now, it was the object of our Saviour, in preach- 
ing, and in laboring to establish bis doetrine in 
the world, to raisze mankind from that 8tate of 
moral death, in which they were all involved, 
* that. they might walk together? with him in 


; jand death by sin; and 8& death _—_ upon all 
_ By this passage, 


newness of life. Hence, Jesus 8aid-to the Jews,” 


The hour-is coming and now. is, when 


8hall hear the yoice of the Son of God, they 


that bear sall live.” And St. Paul says; -* But 
God, who is. rich in mercy, for his: great love 


wherewith-he loved us, even when we were Jead 


Comb? Bo 8ays, * congists in th no mm ef 
cal, ays, * 8 1N the 8eparatio the] 
goul fror , the body for a season ; the. 2ocont$M 
ig-the separation of the body and soul-from | 


in. trespasses and 8ns, hath quickenedus together 
with Christ. Furthermore, St.-John 8ays3 *We 
now that we have passed from death unto life, 
Beause we love the. brethren.*. Of courge, we 
hall call-this the -first regurrection. 
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primitve christians from 
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That we may now present our. readers with a 
full view- of the second, death, in a few: words, 
we 8hall here repeat the declaration of the Reve- 
lator, made in relation to the church of Smyrna, 
—+ He that overcometh, shall not be hurt of the gec-' 
ond-death,” It will doubtless be admitted, that the 
members of the church of Stayrna had been rais- 
ed from that state of moral death, of which we have 
-by-'the spirit of the goepel of everlasting 


life, Now; as a 8eason was approaching, in which |. 


they were to be 0 d and persecuted, or, as 
expressed by the Revelator, * tried, and have 
« tnibulation ten days, and as it was reasonable to 
expect that many would be overeome. by those 
trials and tribulations, and fall away from the 
true faith, —it was. therefore said, by way of en- 
cou ent, that * he that overcometh, shall not 
be hurt of the gecond death.” 'The meaning issim- 
ply this ;--that those who triumphed over the trials 


and persecutions, which were about to come up- |- 
on the church, and remained: firm -and s8teadfast 


in the christian-faith, should not again experience 
a moral death, or fall away into a- 8tate of moral 
degradation, far worse than that from which they 
had been raised. . We ay, far worse ; for 8uch is 
the language .of St Peter; who, in speaking of 
these- apostate christians,,calls them * cursed chil- 
dren, who had forsaken.the right way, and gone 
a8tray.' And who,” again, vays; *for- if, after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world, 
through-the knowledge -of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they” are again entangled therein. 
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them 
than the beginning. For it had: been better for 
thera not to have known. the way of righteous-. 
ness, than, after they had known it, to have turn- 
ed from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them. 'This, then—that is, the apos of, the 
| | the faith of the gospel ; 
15 hat we are to understand by the second death, 
dreadful effects of that apostacy, are repre- 
8ented by their being cast into n lake of fire, and 
suffering its torments. - We believe this to be the 
plain, literal, 8criptural meaning-of the phrase in 
question ; the only reasonable one, which ever 
been, or ever can be, attached to it, | 
There'is no other way, in our opinionygin which 


to -understand | the 8econd death, properly -and | 


consistently, than the one, in which we have now 
explained it. For, even -eupposing it to be a 
death of the soul, or an eternal] 8eparation from 
God-and the glory of his power, there is 8till. an 
cable difficulty in the way of its reoon- | 
cilement with the common and yet prevailing 
opinion;  Thoge who maintain the popular opin- 
ion, are, jt is well known, 8trenuous advocates for 
three. deaths, namely, *death spiritual, death tern-' 
poral, aad death-eternal. Now, in what consis- 
tent. way, by what convincing arguments, we 


would ask, can they-make it out, that the -8econd | 


death is *the destruction of the body and goul 


eternity,” and' yet believe in three deaths, 
and death eternal to be the last3 'To us, we must 
confess, this appears very much like an- absurdi- 


ty; although others, to give it a more acceptable | 


name; may call it a mystery.; one, which it is 
vaetnie” us. to. believe, but which we need. 
not tro! urselves about understanding. We 
ill Teave the uestion, however, for the wisg: 
ohes of this world to 8ettle at their leigure. 
"We have now made -all the remerks ow 
gubject of the second;death, which we-intet 
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{from the hoary headed man, whose aged 
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to make; and-we are right happy in believing, 
that we have given the phrase a reasonable' and 
consistent interpretation, without admitting it to 
have any reference to the things of another world. 
Indeed, what has death to do with immortal and 
incorruptible beings? Nothing. .. Death, in - all 
its varied forms, had its origin, and has its exis- 
tence, and will have its end, in time. If it were 
ger yo to pass the confines of the grave, our 
ope-of endless life and glory would yanish: at 

once and: forever. But it has no power- beyond 
the grave. It may carry on its work of destruc- 
tion, until * dust returns to the earth as it was 
but it will be destroyed, completely, effectually 
destroyed, : | 

© When the rapt soul, anticipating heaven, 

Bursts from the thraidom o incumbering clay, 


And on the. wing of ecstacy upborne 
Springs into liberty, and light, and life." 
; _— 


| MODERN REVIVALS. 

In our last paper, tnder the head of © Revivals 
of Religion,” we expressed our decided hostility to 
those excitements and excesses, which are almost 
every where prevmlling,, and which, in this arti- 
cle, we shall denominate, modern revivals. Our 
readers may 20 that article, in order to learn 
our views of religion and of religious revivals, as 
well as- of thoze excitements and excesses, to 
which we have already alluded. We are not 
now, therefore, to express any opinion of these 
modern . revivals, or of their effects; but, accord- 
ing to our promise, we. are to how you by.what 
means they are produced. 'To do this, will be 

the principal aim and olyect of this article. 
In the first place, then, we shall propose to our 
readers the 811mple question, how are modern re- 
vivals produced? We ask this question, how- 
ever, not because, in answering, it we expect they 
will bring forward any -thing new, or any thing 
which is not perfectly ſamiliar to every mind, 
bur for the 8imple purpose of inducing them to 
pause, to reflect, to consider: . Nothing can be 
8aid, we very well know, on this subject, which 
has not previously been 8aid. Every body knows, 
limbs 
tering on the brink of the grave, down to 
nefe school boy, how these great ind tre- 
Wimoral commotions are produced ! Eve- 
IExnows, indeed, that there is but one way 
oduce them ; and that is, to operate on the 
passion of fear by vivid ific descriphions of 
etarnal torments. We is statement delib- 
erately and boldly ; hecause in\pur opinion, it is 
x correct 8tatement, and 8usteptible of the clear- 
est proof. If any of our readers, however, should 
doubt it, let them go with me, and, in imagina- 
tion, listen 10 a-disconrse, which is designed to 
produce them;® Let them take their seats in the 
midst of a crowded congregation,. and obserye” 
the movements of the preacher, and listen atten- 

tively to his discourse, and notice its effects. : 
will then perceive that the statement we have 
made 1s 8ubstantially and literally co > 
We may imagine, then, that our readers and our- 
selves hays taken our seats in the house of God, 
to ligten-to a popular preagher, who, in the tech- 


nical language ofthe | day, is. called a revival 
preacher. He presents: himself before the con- 
gregation, and commences his discourse. He _ 
ceeds tov-8pealk of the character of God im 

and benevolent being, produces tegti- 


" 


»THE. 


ony in favor of his willingness to 8ave-the 1 las 
cants largely upon his infinite and 'unthang 


shows that an atonement has been]no als ol 
ceive that the doctrines of eternal torments is in- 


amess and distinctness mark his enunciation 
and, in the hearer, there is composure. Allis 8till 
and lent. Every countenance indicates -the 
pleasure communicated to the soul-; and.every 
mind is awake -to receive instruction. - It is, in" 
fact, an orderly, peacable, devotional congrega»! 
tion; in which the pjous mind may hold- sweet 
communion with its maker, and every humble 
follower of Jesus may rejoice in the jnstruction 
he receives. pers 

But the scene changes. Man is represented 
as having refused to accept the proffered mercy 


7 


of heaven —Jehovah is clothed in garments of | 
eternal vengeance—the thunders df endless' dam- 


nation begin toroll over the heads of the astonnd- 
ed congregation—the flames of the bottomless pit 
are presente(} to the excited' imagination of the 
conscience-stricken sinner—hollow murmurs are 
heard from the invisible world, breathing in the 
ears of affrighted mortals the horrible intelligence, 
that when countless millior:s of years shall- have 
Peg away, the suffering of the damned will 

ut just have commenced:  'And now begins the 
marvellous - exciternents. "The preacher has- be- 
come warm upon his subject. 
vehement in declaiming upon the- judgments of 
God, which are coming, with tremendous ven- 

eance, upon the ungodly. And the heurer, catch- 
ing the 8pirit of the preacher's theme, begins to 
tremble in view of his final doom, and to -feel 
himself to be a creature 80 vile and dispicable in 
the sight of heaven, that there is no mercy for 
him. Under this excitement, and with- this im- 
pression, he cries aloud for merey ; and others, 
under the influence of 8imilar feelirigs,” unite m 
vociferating the same 'sentiment ; until, at' last, 
the excitement becomes general, and the tumult 
and conſusion indescribable. - 

And now—leaving the confused and disorderly 
con ation to become calm and collected as 
they cat#—we will submit the question to the can- 
did man, was the excitement, above described, or 
was it not, produced by vivid and terrific descrip- 
tions of hell, and its torments? We will ask him, 
why did not the excitement commence, while the 
preacher was dispassionately descanting upon the 
topics of the love of God to man, and the uni- 
versal atonement made by Jesus Christ ? But we 
know the reason. We know that there js noth- 
ing in these offics, which can poxibly operate 
on the passion of fear, and produce those dreadful 

itations of mind, those heart-rehding emotions, 
which are. caused by terrific discriptions of eternal 
torments. We know that they are not calculat- 
ed to produce an unusual excitement, - and to 
make yer dispair of the mercy of heaven. And 
we*knoww, moreover, that nothing produces these 


excitements, nothitig can tir up these terrible] 


commotions, unless it can operate on the pas- 
gion of fear, and cregte horrid - misgivings of 
the character and conduct of God. Destroy the 
doctrine of eternal torments,—take away the fear 
of future punishmentÞ-and- all' these febrile»reli 


gious excitements will come to an. everlaiting| 


end. ithout these, they cannot be prodt 
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From ths foregoing remarks, our readers will 
weve if-what manner, and by what 
zodern revivals are produced. "They will per- . 
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dispensably necessary- in producing them ; but 
they should understand, at the 8aine time, that 
genuine revivals of religion are not produced by 
guch means. In the Scriptures, we find .no au- 
thority for exciting the fears of the tre r, 
by presenting to his imagination the «lively bright 
horrors? of an endless hell. No, in the days of 
our Saviour and his Apostles, revivals of religion 
were not produced by terrific appeals to the pas- 
sions of men ; nor by exciting their fears, in r&e- 
lation to their future welfare. - But, as this. Is a 
8bject which needs to be distinetly understood, 
we shall offer some further remarks upon it; 1n 
a future: paper. C. 6. 
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_ . WAGES OF SIN. 

© For the wiges of sin is death.*—Rom.- vi. 23, 
There has been much dispute _— men-in 
relation to sin and its consequences. Christiang 
have indulged great tenacity on this 8ubject, and 
have often been dispoged to criminate those 
whose opinions differ from their own. The follow- 
ing s8entiment from Dr:Adam Clark, in- his com- 
ment on the passage Which heads this article, we 
think is-very correct, and although his opinions 
differ from ours.in many respects, the sentiment 
which he here jnculcates-we have long been de- 
sirous to. have urged, understandingly urged on 
the minds of 8ociety. - 'Thege-are the Dr's words, 
*'The: word opsonta, which we here render 
8ignified the dauly pay of a Roman 8oldier.* From 
this fact. the doctor draws 'the following ve 
natural conclusion. © © So-every sinner has a daily 
pay, and this pay 'is death: he has misery be- 
cause he gins# Sin constitutes hell; the mnner 
hasa hell in Bþ own bosom ; all is confuston and 
disorder where God does not reign ; every indul- 
gence of sinful- passions increases the- disorder, 
and consequently the misery of a'sinner.* If this 


{be Methodiem we most heartily 8ubscribe t. 


And this also agrees -with what we heard Dr 
Beecher say, a few weeks since. - He said there 
was hell enough in this world. *If we could see 
all the sin and misery endured in Boston, every 
night, we 8hould see hell enough.” If this be 
Calvinisem we most cordially consent to it. Here 
Methodism and Calvinism, and Universalism are 
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from each other, would be thrown. 
they would be united together in the: unity-of 
faith and the bond of peace. B. W. 


BEING BORN OF GOD. __: 

There is ho subject which geems to command 
a deeper interest among all clagses of christians, 
that those of conversion; or as it is more - 


erally expressed * the new birth. And, although 
much has been written with a view to enlighten 


blic opinion respecting it, we haye good reasons 
for believing, that few, comparatively, may be 
8aid 3k . ap it in its proper light. We think that 
this doctrine .is generally imisunderstood ; that a 
cloud of awful mystery. has been spread over it, 
which must be removed” before mankind will see 
and admire its beautiful s8implicity. 'This is one 
reason, why we have been induced to bring this 
Important subject before our readers. But this is 
not the only reason. The impression has gone 
abroad,. that the demonination of Universalists 
discard, entirely, this doctrine of Christianity.. 
We pretend not to account for the fact—but it is 
a fact—and one too, of no small concern to us,— 
that Universalists are represented as denying the 
important doctrine of regeneration, or the new 
birth. 'This is not or 4 great mistake, but it is 
an error, which, as all must readily perceive, is 
calculated to render our sentiments offensive in 
- the eyes of the world. It is impossible to estimate 
the amount of injury which the cause of impar- 
tial grace has sustained, in consequence of this 
widely 8pread, and we eay, false, impression. 
Finding this doctrine plainly taught in the New 
Testament, and having the idea previously. fixed 
in their minds that universalist3 reject it, thou- 
8ands bave decided that our system cannot be 
otherwise than false ; because, say they, it con- 
tradicts the 8criptures. ; ER 

We wish to be ilistinctly undetftood. When 
we 8y that universalists believe the doctrine of 
conversion or new birth ; it js.not intended that 
they re it in the s8ame light that others do; 
fox, this 1s not the fact. e&y-bold and maintain 

doctrine—not as it is rep! 

plicated systems of human iuvention,—not as it is 
eached at our modern * four-days-meetings,/— 
at as it is laid down in the scriptures of sacred 


truth. - And-in believing .this doctrine as it is| 


taught in the scriptures, they of course believe in 
its indis} 2ness ; regarding it as the neces- 
gary quulification to admission into the moral king- 
dom of Christ. They believe,—to use the _— 
ic ' words of Christ, that * except a man be born 
_ "cannot 8ee (or enjoy) the kingdom of 


But as it was not our design to write a long| 


atticle, we. will- here ask—what is the scripture 
doctrine concerning the: new birthg- It cannot 
be supposed that Bible asserts this doctrine, 
thus expressly, without ſurnishing us with the 
mear rstanding it. It is a fact that both 
Jesus and the Apostles taught the doctrine under 
consgideration ; and the question is, whether they 
| have any here informed us in what it consists ? 
—what ita$.to be born of Gud? Or js it, what 
men;have repregented it to be, a complicated aud 
aysteriougy, work whigh - 
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gumed, we present the following. passage fr 
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RSALIST. 

he ioin ie (oth understanding jof every'se« 
jougenquirer, Glearly and 8tisfactorily. © 
norder to 8ubstantiate the - position h 
first Epistle of John, v. 1: © Whosocever 
that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.' 
are the words of the disciple, whom J 
They are very emphatic. According to the 
timony of this disciple, whosoever believes. t 
myo the Christ,, the Messiah, or Son of God, 
<is born of God,* Those who have been accus- 
tomed to- regard the new birth as a mysterious 
work; will be inclined, no doubt, to reject. this 
imple view of the eubject; and perhaps they 
may -exclaim with. one of old— how can these 
things be ?” - But simple as it i8—it is the doctrine 
of the New Testament 'on this -8ubject ; and we 
are bound to receive -it. The great truth, to 
which the apostles endeayored to gain as8ent 
of both-Jews and Gentiles, was this; that Jesus 
of Nazareth was the Chris, the-anointed Saviour 
of the world. Upon a profession of this faith 
they received men into the church ; nay, to all 
the privileges and blessings of the new dispensa- 
tion. 'Eis faith made men christians then ; and 
it makes them christians now. All who have 
this faith, in connexion with an honest devotion 
to the cause- of truth and virtue, are born of 
God. | | | 

We may be told, as many have been, that this 

view of the subject is contrary to the experience 
| of profgssed christians. It may be 80—it prob- 
ably is 80,” But what then? Is it right ta set 
aside the testimony of inspiration, because it hap- 
pens to disagree with human experience ? If 
this 8imple view of the subject contradict men's 
experience; what is the conclusion ? Answer— 
'that all 8uch experiences are false, delusive, and 
unscriptural. "The Bible 8ays that ** whosoever 
believe:h that Jesus is the Christ is born of God,” 
—and the experience that denies this cannot be 
the experience. of a christiar. Let the reader 
Judge. In bringing these remarks to a close, we 
cannot but express a wish that the young and in- 
experienced readers, under whose ohservation this 
article may chance to fall, might be indgced to 
give this subject a thorough investigation. We 
$hall probably pursue it in a future number. 

J. H. B. 


The following sketch of the life of Abraham, as 
' will be seen from its date, was delivered sey- 
eral years since, before the * Berean Society? in 
 Charlestown. Our respected friend the author 
would have made 8ome few caprections, had it 
not been preferred to have it precisely as origi- 
nally delivered. We* are much_pleased with 
it ; and none the less 80 on account of its being 
the uction of a*mind early_directed to a 
consideration of subjects confessedly important, 
a | | | ED. 

| = 
THE «SACRIFICE OP ABRAHAMS: 
Read before the © Berean Society * of Cherlestown 

June 10, 1826. Subject— Gen. x. 1—12. 
" By Btnzamin”"PTnonsusx. 


. When we pass in review the hinesy of man- 
kind .jn the infancy of timgy as we find it record: 
| 8acred voluine, we are often '8truck with 


ment at their conduct, and are apt to con: 


that they were too easily led by curiosit) 


.. preciates theirs We are” 


_ day, if we will but turn from the contemplation, 


to partake of forbidden pleasutes atid too 
controlled by paggyon in seeking reYenge,und arc 
equally apt to draw a comparison between them 
and ourselves, the tendency 'of which is, to exalt 
our-own virtue in the san oportion that it de- 


; THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Yip 
eyes 


for ourselvesj/what would have been ouF; 


* 


in 8imilar” | nces—that our Aesires wot a] 
have been x trained.-within the bounds of * 


80n, and that 'our virtue would have remgine 
unmoved and inflexible, even by 8everer t rials. 
We read- of the unhallowed curiogsty-of 
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fg 85 
however darkened many be the record by 
and frailties of our race, there'are 
occasionally*seen 8ome bright and brilliant _—_ 
which light-up the gloomy picture and 8hine forth 
cohspþicuously . even tv our time; as examples of 
eri llence—which we may indeed, ar- 
"inlencs, but which we presume 
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and 8ee the purer pleagnres of Paradise prohibir- 
ed; and most effectually barred against them, by- 
the 8acred cherubims and the flaming 8word. | 
And here too; -we 


unhappy .mortals, why . have you bronght upon 


yourselves the miseries- which you now 8uffer? | - 
Why could you not have till preserved yourinsF 


nocence, and still femained” the blessed inhabj-. 
tants of that ncreFapytſrom which you are now 
taking your mournfuland svlitary way! And 
our pity again flows towards them in an accumu- 
lated tide, and we again exclaim, alas! the weak-' 
ness and frailty of our progenitors. | 
_ Following the sacred history we come to the 
affecting, and tragical event of -the two brothers. 
We drop a tear over the untimely grave of Abel, 
and are roused by indignation at the brutal inhu-- 
manity of the murderous Cain—and to s8uch'a de- 
gree are our feelings excited, contemplating his 
conduct, that we are ready to shut him out. for- 
ever, and debar him, by cherubims and a flaming 
8word, were they at our command, fron entering 
again the eanctuary of the dormestic cirele, or 
uniting in the endearing bond of fraternal affec- 
tion. | | 
Yet, Whatever may be our impressions- when 
we review-the history of our species at this early 


to our own observation and experience, we 8hall 
uickly discover that mankind are the 8ame now 
that they were then— that circumstances only 
change, while men remain essentially the 8ame.” 
The regult of 8uch a comparison will be, that we 
shall call back our pity from the days before. the' 
flood, and zhall'find for it an_ ample field in our 
own day and generation... We 8hall discover the 
8ame curiosity which was manifested in the gar- 
den of Eden. We hall not bave looked far, be- 
fore we 8ee the fatal effects of that -excited pas- 
_—_ and 3” pa Pak. which- distinguished 
r 8hall we longer flatter ourselves, that, | 

IN Co. among the first born of the arnily? 
the garden would not have been robbed by guilt 
of its inhabitants—or that the ot the 
domextic circle would -not have been. broken by 
the rayings of some exasperated and infuriated 
brother. Alas! We 8hould be compelled to ac- 
knowledge, That | | n | 


© Too 800n and too ure is the fair sheet of bei | 
With our wanderings and failings darkly ineeribel; | 


quested to -jmprove- 


- The communication bf 


deem adapted to the design 


+. In Lowell, by 
Peabody to Miss Susan Pousland; 


. | William Spade, of: 


And those who from danger and 8in would be fleei 
Oft find their eadetiors by frailty bribed.” DID 


may perhaps 8ay to ourselves, |1,, 


(Ts be continued.) ; 


Our Pros8egcTs. We cannot withold an ex- 
pression of our gratitude for the snccess, thus ſar, 


of- our humble amen. = = We. already num- ' 
er hundreds -of. valuable gubscribers, . and our 
list 18 rapidly increasing, 801 


twe feel  encour- 
aged to hope-that tae cu wme of this pa- 


per will be patronized and read by many more 


than we dared anticipate at its commencement. 
While it shall be our constant endeavor to-de- 
8erve well of our brethren, we do, with' some de- 
gree of assurance, ask them to 'exercise. towards 
us their accustgmed. liberality.. And as a trifling 
encouragement to those who may be inclined to 


| ag8ist us, we will allow, for every ten subscribers. 


- - 


a copy of the present volume gratis. | 


| To CoRrRESPONDENTS. We Grams our father 


Jin. Jerael_*H. B.” for the 8easonable and much 


needed advice contained in his last communica-- 


tion. ,With 8uch a-cqunsellor to aid-us, we need 


not despair of 8vecess. We 
continuance of his favors. 7 
Well written moral essays, or:doctrinal discus- 
$10ns, couched in language that shall harmonize 
with the spirit of the |, will always be ac- 

ceptable. Our you Salas are —_— re- 
their talents by furnishing 
brief es8ays for our columns. or T3 
A Layman? needs 


8oms few corrections, which, 8since learning tho 
author's nange, - we do. not feel at liberty to-at- 
tempt. We shall-be glad to receive any favor 
from his pen which his own good Judgment 8hall 

and character sf this 


respectfully. solicit a 


work. 
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